
Within the chapter, we have some that need our prayers: They are as follows:  Ed “Sarge” Solomon, Ern 
Grover, Dale Boyers, Dick Phillipi , Bernard Wilfong, Bill Henry, Larry Turner, James Williams, Roger Nelson 
(recovering from open heart surgery), Bobbi Counts, Carolyn Wilfong, Layton Payne, Joe Acker, Charles El-
wood Whitmore, Sonny and Debbi Clutteur. and Gary Breeden. Betty Jo Acker is not doing well. We lost Tom 
Pfaff, former Treasurer and longtime member.  Cards and calls are always welcomed by our sick .                         

86 Members and visitors attended. 

Minutes were presented by Secretary Tom Snook and a 

Finance report by Bill Ludholtz - both reports were approved .  

We have 139 members, new signups and some waiting on National 
as we get close to our goal of 150 members.  

The website password is still VVA1061. If you have items for the  
website get them to Sonny. Check the website.  

Anyone interested in helping with the Honor Guard see Tom Snook. 
Please be prepared as notice is often very short when we are needed. 
Tom has the flag patch and Jerry has the Chapter patch.  

Danny Sanders reported that scholarship applications are available 
on our website.  Deadline for filing is May 31, 2019. He has received 
one application so far.   

Kenny Emerson announced that our May speaker will be  Sandy, a 
Hospice nurse, and in June, Teresa Pence, the 13 year old.  who 
spoke to us last year about veterans benefits will return.  If you 
have suggestions, let Kenny know.  

Agent Orange—Doc Talbot announced that the  Dept. of Justice 
WILL NOT support the VA’s suit fighting the recognition of the 
association of Agent Orange and the Blue Water Navy. Veterans 
with claims will still need to show that they actually were in country 
at some point.  

On November 18 the VA is supposed to add Hypertension (high 
blood pressure), Parkinson-like “shakes’ and Type 2 Diabetes to the  
list of Agent Orange associated diseases.   

Kenny Emerson shared that a local PA is willing to do stool samples 
for liver fluke infestation. For details, see Kenny. The membership 
is reminded that the lifespan of the fluke is 30 years  - so the yield 
for VN vets would be low and the test would not be covered by the 
VA. If you don’t already have symptoms of  Common Bile Duct 
cancer, you probably DO NOT have it or it is too late.  

This is YOUR newsletter and any articles or material you want to 
see in it needs to be sent to Tom Snook or Doc Talbot. It will be 
subject to the usual rules of journalism and decency but we DO 
NOT censor.  

Dates to Remember: 

Scott Lane is assembling a calendar of  yearly events. Send         
information to Scott @twolanes2000@yahoo.com. He will get it on 
the website or in the newsletter.  

POLITICS 

The National meeting is set for July 16-20 in Spokane, WA and we 
will send 3 delegates to all the meetings. Airfare for them and two 
wives has been arranged. The VVA has over 84, 000 members and 
Region 3 has over 14,000 of them. We hope to be well represented 
and our voice heard in Spokane . It was noted that National receives 
about 75% of it’s budget from “Household Goods”.   

It will be decided in Spokane what will be the eventual disposition 
of the VVA’s resources. Since National is incorporated in New York   

 

State, no disposition plan will result in all resources gong to New 
York Sate.  One proposal is to designate the AVVA (Associates of 
Vietnam Veterans) in which ANYONE can be a member (dual 
membership is possible for VVA members - life membership is $50.  

Region 3 met in Durham, NC April 22-23. It was noted that cur-
rently veterans of the Gulf War are in the 50’s and 60’s.  By 2028 
surviving Vietnam veterans will be in their 80’s or 90’s. It is this 
fact that makes it so vital to have “an exit plan” for the VVA. How 
do we pass on our legacy?  

Our first fundraiser, April 6th, a spaghetti dinner at the Broadway 
Fire Hall, had final receipts of $1702. Tom Counts did a great job 
advertising our spaghetti dinner. Our first Walmart fundraiser, 
April 27th at the Timberville Walmart brought in $739.50           

Bruce Orebaugh needs volunteers to help with projects of veterans 
helping veterans. It can be as simple as giving a ride to a doctor  
appointment or just a visit and a listening ear. If you know of ways 
to help our veteran, let Bruce know. There are wheelchairs, walkers 
and canes available if anyone needs them. 

It was proposed the Board look into the accusation of a Special 
Forces Major who is being charged with murder, and possibly send 
a resolution to the White House in his support.  

Burial benefits were discussed and the recommendation is to check 
your local funeral home to see if there are veterans’ benefits. Also 
that you have your funeral pre-planned . A will is good but can be 
challenged—a trust cannot be and would be stronger. 

The new VA Appeals Process now has three roads which were   
explained. New information can be found at www.benifits.va.gov/
benefits/appeals.asp. Jerry has helpful handouts. 

CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD   
Bruce Dellinger has made a sketch which he presented to the   
Chapter. It is an exclusive signed original. Similar ones,  without the 
Chapter patch  will be available for $40 and can be personalized for 
an additional $20-$25. A new print of the bald eagle and American 
Flag is available for $45. See Alice Dellinger to order.  

Sonny has tee shirts and ladies shirts and has a new vest supplier. 
He hopes to have some soon, but they WILL be $5 more (inflation 
strikes again).  

Golden Corral is raffling off baskets to help raise funds for Camp 
Corral. Tickets are 6 for $5.00; 12 for $10.00 and 25 for $29.00 and 
are available for any front cashier.  

Board meeting May 31 at GC—8a.m breakfast; business at 9.a.m. 

The next meeting will be at the Golden Corral June 8,  2019.  
Breakfast at 8 a.m. Business at 9 a.m.                                                   

 

May Birthdays—Bradley Boyd, Jean Boyers, Shirley Emerson, 
Karen Miller, Linda Solomon, Judy Philippi, George Luzaich, Ike 
Godsie and Nolan Davis 

May Anniversaries Kenny & Shirley Emerson, Dick & Judy       
Phillipi, Kimberly & Nancy Brabson, Richard & Norm Rines and 
Larry & Linda Hanger.                                   
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Philip Bigler was our April speaker and is a highly sought keynote  speak-
er and noted author and educator. He was voted National Teacher of the 
Year  in 1998-9 and won the Milken Award for education in 1999. He has 
written 10 books, including “In Honor and Glory”; “Hostile Fire” (the 
story of a nurse killed in Vietnam) and his most recent,  “A Century of 
Honor—The tomb of the Unknown Soldier". He has served as the         
Historian for Arlington National Cemetery. A graduate of Madison       
College and William & Mary with multiple degrees, we were privileged to 
have him speak to us about the history of the Vietnam “unknown” soldier.                                                        

After the initial interment of the WWI “unknown soldier” there were other 
wars and more dead. In 1958 the remains of “unknowns” from WW II and 
Korea were added and presented the Congressional Medal of Honor by 
President Eisenhower. In 1984 President Reagan acted as the next kin for 
the Vietnam “unknown”. However, DNA identified this hero and he was 
removed, and returned to his family. Because of the advances of the    
science of forensics, there will probably be no more unknowns to be      
interred in that sacred place. 

 

             AN ENTIRE COUNTRY COMES TO A HALT  

On Holocaust Remembrance Day, a siren goes off at 10 AM in 
Israel in memory of the 6,000,000 Jews who perished in the    
Holocaust.  As the siren wails all activity comes to a halt,                     
including traffic on major highways. 



THE VETERAN’S VOICE 

MAY – A MONTH OF MEMORIES 
 In May, the world remembers it is intended to be green and not sere and brown. Life and beauty return to fill our hearts with 
joy and an appreciation for God’s creation.  
 Amidst the color and awakening of nature we also remember to honor our mothers, if we are fortunate enough to still have 
them with us, who gave us not only life, but also structure and instruction, nurtured us, and set us on the path to being whatever we 
were to become; that hand that rocks the cradle and rules the world.  
 However, on a more somber note, we pause to remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice, who gave “their last full 
measure of devotion” that we might breathe and live free, and those who died at the hands of one of history’s most diabolical       
maniacs.  
 May 2 is Holocaust Remembrance Day when we turn our memories, or allow ourselves to be reminded, that six million 
Jews died in ghettoes, gas chambers or concentration camps during World War II.  Tragically, this is not the most people to die at the 
hands of governments or dictators. The Japanese killed more Chinese than Hitler did Jews. The Germans killed more Russians than 
Hitler did Jews. Stalin and Mao together probably killed 50 times more of their own people than Hitler killed Jews. American   
bombers killed more Germans, Italians, Romanians, and Japanese than Hitler killed Jews. But there is a significant difference – and 
this is why we must remember. Those deaths were the by-product of war or social policy. Hitler killed Jews because he wanted to 
wipe out an entire race. Ironically, this insanity may have contributed to his defeat, as badly needed war resources were diverted to 
his program of mass murder.  
 Hitler as a mass murderer was not unique. His insane drive to destroy a people was. For this reason,                         

NEVER FORGET!            NEVER AGAIN! 
 May 28 is Memorial Day this year as is the last Monday of May every year since 1968.  
 The Civil War claimed the lives of 620,000 AMERICANS.  It was not until the Vietnam War that the number of Americans 
lost in war exceeded that figure. 
 In the years following the end of that conflict in the spring of 1865, people began decorating with flags the graves of those 
fallen and reciting prayers, as a springtime tribute. National cemeteries were first established. At 3 p.m. each Memorial Day, a     
moment of remembrance is held across the nation to remember those who never came home again. Although it is not known for   
certain when the first celebration was held, on May 5, 1866 Waterloo, NY closed their businesses and a town-wide decorating of 
soldier’s graves with flowers and flags took place. In 1966, Waterloo was officially designated as the birthplace of Memorial Day.  
 On May 5, 1868, General John A. Logan called for a nationwide day of remembrance later that month. The date 
of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle. On the first 
Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants          
decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried there.  
 Over the years, the name was slowly changed to Memorial Day.  After  the end of WW I (The Great War – The 
War to End All Wars) a renewed interest in remembering our lost heroes raced through America and the halls of           
government. This was driven largely by the poem In Flanders Fields, by Canadian Lt Col John McCrae. Cemeteries and 
memorials were established across Europe, and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was established with the choosing of a 
single set of unidentified remains from among four caskets laid out in Europe and final interment in Arlington Cemetery 
in Washington, DC, on November 11, 1921.  
 Service organizations, such as the American Legion underwrote and lobbied for overnight surveillance and       
24–hour armed guarding (continued today by the 3 rd U.S. Infantry Regiment [The Old Guard]) and installing lighting at 
the Tomb.  
 Through the sale of poppy lapel boutonnieres and the adoption of that flower by the American Legion as their 
symbol in 1921, many now remember what, would otherwise be to them, ancient history.  
 Memorial Day also marks the start of summer and, as such, for many has devolved from a time of remembrance 
to an excuse for picnics and pleasure. It should not be so. Too much has been paid by too many to be forgotten so easily.  
 As veterans we can remember that we have always been a citadel on the mount demonstrating solidarity, stand 
now as a watchtower maintaining a presence of purity and purpose for the world to see, and hoping to be worthy        
examples for those who come behind us.  

IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
By Lt. Col John McCrae RCMC  

 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/civil-war-dead-honored-on-decoration-day
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-a-garfield
http://www.history.com/news/arlington-national-cemetery-8-surprising-facts

