
Within the chapter, we have some that need our prayers: They are as follows:  Ed “Sarge” Solomon, Ern 
Grover, Dick Phillipi , Bernard Wilfong, Bill Henry, Bobbi Counts, Joe Acker, Henry, Larry Turner, James Wil-
liams, Roger Nelson (recovering from open heart surgery), Daneen Coakley and Shirley Emerson. Betty Jo 
Acker is not doing well.   Cards and calls are always welcomed by our sick .                         

76 Members and visitors attended. 

Minutes were presented by Secretary Tom Snook and a 

Finance report by Bill Ludholtz - both reports were approved .  

We have 143 members as we get close to our goal of 150 members.  

The website password is still VVA1061. If you have items for the  
website get them to Sonny. Check the website. The newsletter and 
minutes are available on the website.  

Anyone interested in helping with the Honor Guard see Tom Snook. 
Please be prepared as notice is often very short when we are needed. 
Black pants, white shirt, black beret and black shoes. Tom has the 
flag patch and Jerry has the Chapter patch.  Thanks to all who  
attended the funeral for Tom Pfaff and to Bruce and Fred for filling 
in for Jerry and Tom who were in Pigeon Forge.  

Danny Sanders reported that scholarship applications are available 
on our website.  Deadline for filing was June 1, 2019. He has       
received two applications so far.   

Kenny Emerson announced that our June  speaker will be  Teresa 
Pence, the young lady who spoke last year about veterans benefits.  
If you have suggestions, let Kenny know.  

Agent Orange—Doc Talbot shared that the VA, Medicare and 
Medicaid are now tracking all medications given to veterans in an 
effort to combat the opioid epidemic. Blue Water veterans with 
Agent Orange related claims will need to show that they actually 
were in country at some point. On November 18 the VA is supposed 
to add Hypertension (high blood pressure), Parkinson-like “shakes’ 
and Type 2 Diabetes to the  list of Agent Orange associated diseases.   
TomCounts warned the group that if you served on a ship          
commissioned before 1980 you have been exposed to asbestos and 
should get a chest film.  

Be sure to get your email address to Jerry so you can receive the 
newsletter and important information electronically. We are cur-
rently emailing it to 102 members.  

Dates to Remember: 

June 8-9—Luncheon and 45th D-Day program in Sedum City.  

June 14—Culpepper Veterans Sunday from 10 a.m.—1 p.m. at the 
Baptist Church.   

June 20—Miller-Coors Annual Veterans’ Picnic 4pm—7:30 p.m. 
RSVP should have been in by now. For a late try contact                             
Rachel.jackson@millercoors.com or call (540) 289-8201  

Scott Lane is assembling a calendar of  yearly events. Send         
information to Scott @twolanes2000@yahoo.com. He will get it on 
the website or in the newsletter.  

Bruce Orebaugh needs volunteers to help a veteran with work 
around the house. If you know of ways to help our veteran, who 
lives in Harrisonburg, let Bruce know. There are wheelchairs,   
walkers and canes available if anyone needs them. Honor Flight 
Top of Virginia is recommended . The last one was in April.  

We have received permission to again serve donuts at the            
Harrisonburg CBOC starting June 28th. We are limited to four 
members at a time in the clinic. Sign up for a one hour shift.  

POLITICS 

The National meeting is set for July 16-20 in Spokane, WA and we 
will send 3 delegates to all the meetings. Airfare for them and two 
wives has been arranged. The VVA has over 84, 000 members and 
Region 3 has over 14,000 of them. We hope to be well represented 
and our voice heard in Spokane . It was noted that National receives 
about 75% of it’s budget from “Household Goods”.  All reports 
should be in now, which will allow our delegates to be seated.  

Officer’s Board Meeting was May 31.  

It will be decided in Spokane what will be the eventual disposition 
of the VVA’s resources. Since National is incorporated in New York  
State, no disposition plan will result in all resources going to New 
York State.  One proposal is to designate the AVVA (Associates of 
Vietnam Veterans) in which ANYONE can be a member (dual 
membership is possible for VVA members - life membership is $50.  

Jerry has received 13 amendments which will be presented to the 
National meeting in Spokane. These will be reviewed by our       
delegates and presented to the  Chapter at the June and July meet-
ings. This make the July and August meetings very important so 
our delegates will know how to vote on these measures.    

Currently veterans of the Gulf War are in the 50’s and 60’s.  By 
2028 surviving Vietnam veterans will be in their 80’s or 90’s. It is 
this fact that makes it so vital to have “an exit plan” for the VVA. 
How do we pass on our legacy?  

Our latest fundraiser, Walmart on RTE 42 was May 25th and   
netted $907.          

CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD   
Bruce Dellinger has made a sketch which he presented to the   
Chapter. It is an exclusive signed original. Similar ones,  without the 
Chapter patch  will be available for $40 and can be personalized for 
an additional $20-$25. A new print of the bald eagle and American 
Flag is available for $45. See Alice Dellinger to order.  

Sonny has tee shirts and ladies shirts and has a new vest supplier. 
He hopes to have some soon, but they WILL be $5 more (inflation 
strikes again). Jerry has Chapter patches for $5 and Chapter hats 
for $13. Tom has the flag patch for the Honor Guard shirt. Jerry is 
taking orders for Chapter tee shirts.  

Cindy would like to get a Chapter  picture in front of the Golden 
Corral for the Page News Courier.  

Golden Corral is raffling off baskets to help raise funds for Camp 
Corral. Tickets are 6 for $5.00; 12 for $10.00 and 25 for $29.00 and 
are available from any front cashier.  

The next meeting will be at the Golden Corral July 13,  2019.  
Breakfast at 8 a.m. Business at 9 a.m.                                                   

June Birthdays—Jerry O’Hara, Layton Payne, Mike Woodward, 
Doug Van Lear, Beverly Enright, Neila Luzak and Charlene Davis. 

June  Anniversaries—Rusty & Charlene David, Scott & Donna 
Lane, Doug Van Lear and Joe & Betty Acker.  

  ************** 

When is a retiree’s bedtime? 

Two hours after he falls asleep on the couch.                                    
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       BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018-20 

PRESIDENT   Jerry O’Hara   540 435-3064                  

  jdgolf04@yahoo.com 

1st VICE PRESIDENT   Danny Sanders                                                             

540 833-5378        Hdsanders1947@gmail.com 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT   Daneen Coakley                                            

540 820-6892          dacoakley@gmail.com 

SECRETARY  Tom Snook     540 2346-9628                              

                  snook1249@aol.com                                                                       
      Alternate = Sonny Clutteur  

TREASURER   Bill Ludholtz    540 434 –2816                                     

                  zendava@verizon.net                                                
      Alternate = Rusty Davis 

DIRECTOR   Kenny Emerson   540 433-1480                                               

  samboemerson@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR    Layton Payne    540 896-9329  

DIRECTOR    Sonny Clutteur  540 421-5200                                                 

       sun4Power@aol.com 

DIRECTOR    Roger Nelson     540 433-9770                                                              

      rogerlindaattwinlakes@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR    Don Bailey          540 442-7382             

         don_and_lavonne@verizon.net 

DIRECTOR    Tom Counts       757 630-4729                                                    

        uwalli@hotmail.com 

DIRECTOR    Bennie Swindall  540 896-5325                  

        swindallv@aol.com                                            

DIRECTOR    Bernie Wilfong    540 383-5949  

DIRECTOR    Bruce Orebaugh  540 271-3191                       

        bruce052@hotmail.com 

DIRECTOR    Rusty Davis  540 249-5552 

SGT-AT-ARMS   Danny Judy  540 564-1290

         precdanny@comcast.net 

CHAPLAIN     Joe Acker          540-209-0863      

 acker@ntelos.net or acker@lumos.net 

EDITOR          Doc Talbot   540 298-7546    

       asatalbot@juno.com                  

            Tom Snook     540 2346-9628                   

        snook1249@aol.com  

STATE DELEGATES 

Jerry O’Hara   Tom Snook   Bill Ludholtz 

 

Sandy Burner-Cave, Director of the 
New Century Hospice was our May 
speaker. As the Director, she has a 
staff of 20 and, on the average, 20 to 
25 volunteers. Sandy is passionate 
about veterans and presents each vet-
eran in hospice care  with pins, cards 
and certificates.           

Hospice is care in the terminal stages 
of disease and/or life. New Century 

Hospice has a 98% approval rating both state-wide and nationally.                             
She is always looking for veterans who will be volunteer companions to 
terminally ill patients, trying always to pair veterans with veterans. They 
can have so much in common to talk about. There is a short training 
program and volunteers are asked to give at least 30 minutes of their 
time weekly or monthly. These volunteers give companionship care 
only. Any interested persons can reach her at (540) 801-0406. One’s 
final days can be very lonely as well as frightening. To have a fellow vet 
to share memories with can be a great gift.                                                                                                                                                                      

A surprise visitor and speaker was Kevin Grapes, vice-president of the 
Valley Radio-controlled Flying Club. They are planning an event to honor 
veterans on July 5-7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and al are invited. They are 
hoping for help and support for this event. More information will be 
forthcoming.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               "Sometimes, when I reflect on all the 
beer I drink, I feel ashamed.  Then I look into 
the glass and think about the workers in the 

brewery and all of their hopes and dreams. If  I 
did not drink this beer, they might be out of 
work and their dreams would be shattered. I 

think, it is better to drink this beer & let dreams 
come true, than be selfish & worry about my 

liver.”                                                             
Babe Ruth 

"When we drink, we get drunk When we get drunk, we fall asleep. When 
we fall asleep, we commit no sin. When we commit no sin, we go to 
heaven.  So, let's all get drunk and go to heaven.”                                      
   George Bernard Shaw 

Thanks to Kenny Emerson. 

http://www.shangralafamilyfun.com/ShangyFunList.html


THE VETERAN’S VOICE 

 Raccoon Poop ... An Interesting Perspective! 

 Like many citizens, I've wondered and tried hard to understand why Trump has such a remarkable following. (It's obvious 
why he probably should not!) It makes no difference about your political leanings, this is just a good explanation of WHY... 
(or it's as good as any I can come up with). 
  
If you really want to know how the majority of people feel? And this applies to both democrats and republicans, read below, 
it says it all. 
  
You've been on vacation for two weeks, you come home, and your basement is infested with raccoons. Hundreds of rabid, 
messy, mean raccoons have overtaken your basement. You want them gone immediately. You call the city, Four different 
exterminators come, but nobody can handle the job. But there is this one guy and he guarantees you to get rid of them, so you 
hire him. You don't care if the guy smells, you don't care if the guy swears, you don't care if he's an alcoholic, you don't care 
how many times he's been married, you don't care if he has a plumber's crack, you simply want those raccoons gone! You 
want your problem fixed! He's the guy. He's the best. Period ! 
 
Here's why we want Trump, yes he's a bit of an ass, yes he's an egomaniac, but we don't care. The country is a mess because 
politicians suck, the Republicans and Democrats can be two-faced & gutless, and illegals are everywhere. We want it all 
fixed! We don't care that Trump is crude, we don't care that he insults people, we don't care that he has changed positions, 
we don't care that he's been married 3 times, we don't care that he fights with Megyn Kelly and Rosie O'Donnell, we don't 
care that he doesn't know the name of some Muslim terrorist. 
  
This country is weak, bankrupt, our enemies are making fun of us, we are being invaded by illegals, we are becoming a     
nation of victims where every Tom, Ricardo, and Hasid is a special group with special rights to a point where we don't even 
recognize the country we were born and raised in; "AND WE JUST WANT IT FIXED" and Trump is the only guy who 
seems to understand what the people want.  
 
We're sick of politicians, sick of the Democratic Party, Republican Party, and sick of illegals. We just want this thing fixed. 
Trump may not be a saint, but he doesn't have lobbyist money holding him, he doesn't have political correctness restraining 
him, all you know is that he has been very successful, a good negotiator, he has built a lot of things, and he's also not a        
politician, not a cowardly politician. And he says he'll fix it. And, we believe him because he is too much of an egotist to be 
proven wrong or looked at and called a liar. Also, we don't care if the guy has bad hair. We just want those raccoons gone, 
out of our house, NOW. 
  

 The raccoons have got to go!   


