
Within the chapter, we have some that need our prayers: They are as follows:  Bill Henry, Roger Nelson, Sonny Clutteur, 
Bernie Swindoll,  Norm Fifer, Bernard Wilfong  and Mary Daniels. Dale Boyers was at our meeting but encouragement is 
still needed . His address: 800 Staunton Dr., Rockport, MO 69482)  Cards and calls are always welcomed by our sick esp. 
Dale. For completeness, the Chapter has lost Edward “Sarge” Solomon and Raymond Smith. Keep their families in prayer. 

HOORAY! We finally met again at the Wood 

Grill, albeit under  conditions for safety.  

47 members and visitors attended 

Secretary Tom Snook presented the minutes of the last  
meeting (which were for February, as that was the last  
meeting) and approved.   Bill Ludholtz distributed a         
financial statement for all the months since our last meeting: 
all were approved. 

In the interests of expediency, Pres. Jerry waived the formal 
committee reports and published the information from the 
rostrum.   

All fund raising has been cancelled at this time due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Our only income has been $483.00; 
one third of our annual refund for life members. The rest 
will be sent later in this year.                                                                                         

Public Relations: All speakers are cancelled for the present.                                                                                                                                                          

The website password is still VVA1061. If you have items 
for the  website get them to Sonny. Check the website often 
as it updates daily. The newsletter and minutes are available 
on the website and can be printed off. Blue Water infor-
mation, Honor Flight information, and scholarship forms 
are on the website.  

The deadline for the 2020 scholarship applications has been 
extended until September 12, 2020. The Chapter will still 
award scholarships up to a total of $3000.00 First time     
applicants, if approved , will get $500 and the remaining 
monies will be equitably divided among the repeating       
applicants. Application forms are available on the VVA 
1061 website and are to be submitted to the Scholarship          
Committee.  

Anyone interested in helping with the Honor Guard see 
Tom Snook. The Chapter was honored to present the flag at 
the Memorial Service for our fellow member, Raymond 
Smith, held at 2 p.m. at the Broadway Fire Hall.                                                                                                  

Be sure to get your email address to Jerry or Tom Snook so 
you can receive the newsletter and important information 
electronically. We are  currently emailing it to 101 mem-
bers. Be sure your address is printed legibly. Also be sure 
Jerry O’Hara has your birthday and anniversary dates.  

The Chapter has 39 members that currently DO NOT       
receive  emails. A calling list has been formed and Bruce 
Orebaugh has volunteered to call the members on the list. 

A copy of your DD 214 is needed by the Secretary in case of 
an IRS audit. National DOES NOT keep DD 214s on file. 

At a July 10 Board meeting September 19th was set for   
elections. All offices are open for nomination and election. If 
you are interested, let the Election  Committee (Sonny     
Clutteur, Tom Counts , Roger Nelson) know your plans. All 
offices are up for nominations. A fourth State Delegate has 
been added.( As long s we remain over 150 members)  Son-
ny has the applications. If you are an officer and choose not 
to continue, please tell the Election Committee. Offices will 
be on the website and you must be present to vote.  

Bruce Orebaugh is stepping down as Chair of the Helping 
Hands committee and Bill Strang will take over 
(Committees chairs are appointed by the President) We 
thank Bruce for all his hard work.  

 Daneen Coakley asked if the Chapter was interested in sell-
ing country ham sandwiches at the Route 11 Crawl on    
August 8th. Sorry Madame VP, that event has gone the way 
of the State Fair.   

Dates to Remember:.  

Donut Day at the CBOC is the last Friday of each month. 
Contact Jerry to sign up (4 people an hour is the limit).   

Right now the CBOC is not even seeing veterans face-to-face 
for routine appointments. If you request a physical meeting, 
it will be arranged, or you may be “farmed” out to a local 
source, or you may have to go to Martinsburg (emergencies 
only). Otherwise, everything is telemedicine. If you have an 
insurance billing problem, be persistent and follow up with 
the VA and the medical facility that is billing the VA.   

Nov. 16 –17  will be the annual trip to Pigeon Forge and   
Vietnam Line Haul Reunion. All are invited. Group stays at 
the Maple Motor Inn. See Jerry for details 

POLITICS                                                                                                                                 
State Council is tentatively scheduled for October 16-17 in 
Culpepper. More as the date nears. There will probably be a 
new second vice chair elected and David Stokes, from   
Lynchburg, is in the running.  Hopefully, we will have our 
fourth delegate by then.                      

The next National Convention will be in North Carolina 
next year and a vote on changing our name will come up 
again. Be sure to read the articles appearing in the Vietnam 
Veteran on Resolution GA 21. THE VIETNAM VETERAN 
WILL NO LONGER BE MAILED OUT BUT WILL      
BECOME AN ONLINE PUBLICATION. That will narrow 
down the readership and thus the flow of information.  
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CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD   

Gayle Wilson, a veteran dog handler from Vietnam, has a video—
”Forgotten Heroes” - that he is providing for the Chapter to view. See 
Jerry to get your name on the list if you want to see it. Whoever has 
the video please let Jerry know. 

Jerry has been talking with David Wood from the Timberville          
Museum. They are interested in having a program there on the              
Vietnam War, which will be scheduled at a later date.  

Bill Strang donated two gallons of hand sanitizer, and six smaller            
bottles, to be raffled off as a fund raiser. The Chapter raised $122.00 
on this and we thank Bill. 

The students of John C. Myers school sent a handmade plaque          
thanking the Chapter for the pizza and Cokes it sent them.  

Sam Balser showed a picture of the VVA emblem which can be put on 
a veteran’s headstone.  

The next meeting will be at the Wood Grill August 15 with breakfast 
at 9 AM and meeting at 10 AM Doors may not open  before 9 a.m. 
Cost is $9.99 plus tax. There are plenty of handicapped  parking   
spaces for prompt arrivals. Be sure to watch for discount coupons for 
the Wood Grill (best used with four people, so buddy up) and         
remember to tip our waitresses.  

July Birthdays—Tom Counts, Bruce Orebaugh, Richard Ryder,   
Danny Sanders, Diana Payne, Linda Burner, Charles Davis, Ken   
Demastus, and Alice Dellinger. 

July Anniversaries –Don & Lavonne Bailey,  and Layton & Diana 
Payne,  

                 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE VETERAN’S VOICE 

 
“…….They be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the      
      blind, both shall fall into the ditch”. Matthew 15:14 

 Not since the Revolutionary War or the War Between the States has this country been so divided one citizen against    
another, and never before has our “government” been so negligent in its care and leadership of our nation. Our leaders have failed 
us in competently dealing with the COVID—19 Pandemic and the inevitable civil violence following the unfortunate death of 
George Floyd. There are so many lessons to be learned.  

 The first is that this is not our first trip to the dance floor with a pandemic. The second is that  government rules by fear. 
The third is that the media are in the business of selling papers or attracting commercial revenue by keeping  “news” (right or 
wrong) in front of a mesmerized and gullible public for as long as possible and, unfortunately, as horrifically as possible. The fourth 
is that no leader takes the counsel of his staff at face value but rather seeks corroboration or supporting counsel: always keeping in 
mind that staff are fallible and have their own agendas and weaknesses, and finally, leaders lead standing in strength and courage, 
not kneeling before public opinion and media pressure.  

 Our CIC uses a persona which leaves our blood running cold. I believe he deliberately says things which he and the world 
know are inappropriate with the intent to make everyone think he is less than he is. On the other hand, with all due respect, he 
knows little or nothing about medicine and public health (which is true of most of those who makes the decisions which have    
Impacted on our lives and the economy of our nation). We know that the final decision lies with the “general” but also know that a 
competent commander has weighed all the intelligence, logistics, personnel, and suggested actions, before he commits us to the 
battle. We pray this is the case here but the resulting circumstances make it questionable.  

 Government 101 teaches us that the whole purpose of a government is to protect the rights, safety and welfare of the 
governed; for which the governed have surrendered some of their rights and individual freedoms (by mutual agreement). By its 
handling of the coronavirus pandemic the government has nearly destroyed the fabric of American life and then delivered the 
coup de grace with its NONHANDLING of the wide-spread rioting over the unjust but isolated death of one man. Clearly, that death 
was a crime and the perpetrator has been arrested and will be tried under law. One the other hand, nefarious people who make 
their wealth by instigating riot, stirring up the emotions of mobs, repeating oft sung songs of misdeeds of the past (not always  
accurately) and keeping issues at a boiling point, have caused the property of innocent people to be further sacrificed on the altar 
of anger. This sublime stupidity has can only be described as malfeasance on the part of the government and it minions.  

 For months people have been forced to huddle in their homes suspecting imminent death if they ventured outside, while 
row upon row of businesses have been replaced by “Going out of Business” and “For Rent” signs. This panic was occasioned by 
epidemiological studies predicting widely unlikely fatalities from the Corona virus ( a manmade virus which “escaped” from a lab in 
Wuchun, China. Conspiracy theorists can have a field day with ramifications of whether China deliberately released the virus to 
cause widespread panic and destroy Western economies for their own advantage (paying a price of only a few thousand 
“expendable” Chinese citizens). This is not the purpose of this article.  

 On March 30, the infamous Imperial College London model predicted 2.2 million deaths in the U.S. by September 1,     
absent government action. That prediction was absurd on its face given the dispersal of the U.S. population and the fact that Chi-
na’s death rate had already leveled off at a few thousand. The authors of that “study” quickly revised it radically downward. TOO 
LATE! The dogs were out! In a previously unprecedented display of power, states began to confine citizens to their homes and shut 
down their economy. Millions of lawful businesses were required to shut their doors, throwing tens of millions of people out of 
work.  

 All this was done at the behest of one particular group—those in the medical and public health fields. Doctors have an 
enormous amount of knowledge and skill at their disposal. However, this virus is not natural ( it is man-made) and almost nothing 
is known about it. There is no cure or vaccine and the mandate of the medical profession is to eliminate one health risk with every  
means put at their disposal. No one weighed the potential harm from the virus against the harm from the shutdown. Rather,    
Governors and Mayors rolled out one emergency edict after another, terminating economic activity with no regard for the           
consequences. Tactical planning of this type can only herald defeat at great cost. It appears no one consulted the people who truly 
understand the complexities of the American economy and the little people of America paid the price.  



 To continue the madness, some of these mandates were mind-numbing. Pot dispensaries and wine stores were deemed 
essential and could stay open but medical offices were required to close. Large grocery stores  were given the green light but small 
retail establishments with only a few customers a day were shut down. Michigan’s Governor, Gretchen Whitmer notoriously used 
her red pen in megastores to bar sale of seeds, gardening supplies and paint (???). It was discovered that the U.S. government had 
not checked the inventory of their emergency supplies in over 10 years and many of the masks and ventilators were useless from 
dry rot. This caused the Governor of New York, Andrew Cuomo, to declare that their hospitals were becoming overcrowded and 
there was a critical shortage of PPE (Personal Protective Equipment). Trump ordered the USN Mercy, a hospital ship with a 1,000 
bed capacity and enormous medical capabilities to New York. It was hardly used (Republican tainted)? Samaritan’s Purse set up a 
tent hospital in Central Park which was barely used (politically incorrect)? But Cuomo made daily TV appearances to tell the world 
how hard they were working to battle the “plague”.  

 The  problem of the virus in Italy was proclaimed as a benchmark. The number of deaths was striking, but limited to a 
small subset of the population—the elderly infirm, and was a minor health problem for everyone else not already severely ill.  The      
median age of Italian decedents was 80 and they died with a median of nearly three comorbidities (heart disease, diabetes, etc.) 
The lead author of the Imperial College model has admitted that two-thirds of all Italian fatalities would have died of their      
comorbidities by the end of 2020 anyway. Three months later, this profile remains true but the media has not seen fit to share it. 
No longer can the media’s failure to publicize such facts about COVID-19  be attributed to mere oversight. In the endless search for 
listeners, advertisers and readers , every story, usually at the top, (called the ‘lede’), reports the vast overrepresentation of the 
death toll in nursing homes—above 50% in many countries and over 80%  in several states. Casual readers and viewers become 
convinced that everyone is equally at risk (it ain’t true) and draconian measures are required (also untrue). Science has also       
become a victim of this lust for spine-chilling news. Japan declares that for the virus to be transmitted requires Three C’s  - close   
contact, confined spaces and crowded spaces. Please note, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong have been far less ravaged by the virus –
BECAUSE—their people do what they are told and wear masks and take precautions. Compare that to the mobs of people packed 
on subway cars in NYC without masks, or romping through Walmart in the same manner. The truth is that, mask protected,           
avoiding direct contact, and being conscious of your health and that all of mankind, the safest pace to be is outside in the fresh air. 
I bet you did not hear that.  

 Maintenance of the experts newfound power over every aspect of American life is primarily dependent on FEAR. Keep in 
mind that none of politicians or experts who lectured us on the need for a lockdown are worried about their “company” and their 
jobs are “essential” and secure.  

 Adjusted for population, the death toll has been demographically circumscribed and lower than any of previous flu      
epidemics (1968, 1956 and 1918. However, the economic toll has cut across every sector of the country and every population 
group with whole industries seeing the capital evaporate overnight. Forty-four million people are unemployed (and likely will not 
return from the government dole), supply chains are in chaos with produce being plowed under and livestock burned for lack of 
processing plants and markets. Small businesses are seeing years of providing a service go up in smoke while without renters   
commercial landlords cannot pay their taxes. City budgets are trashed and the 8 trillion dollars in public debt to plug the hole in 
the private economy will depress opportunity for generations.  

 Those in power have taken to branding strategies. If you are not on the same page as our policies you are a heartless capi-
talist caring only for profits. New York’s Governor, Andrew Cuomo, refers to this as “New York on Pause,” as if you throw the 
switch and the economy comes back on. But to care about the economy is to care about human life. Every business is essential to 
its workers. How about the death toll from cancellation of elective procedures, ineffective telemedicine, patients afraid of seeking 
medical care, the psychological effects of unemployment and the physical effects of enforced poverty?  

 The answer lies in common sense, good science, dissemination of truth, and obedience from a democratic society who 
are so hyped on its “rights” that it will flirt with death before doing as it is told. First, tell the people that only a narrow segment of 
the population are in real danger, second the primary defense is a mask and they MUST be worn in all public places (a small price 
for containing the virus). If someone appears at a store without one, either supply it or recommend they get theirs but no                
admission. If someone is seen without one in a store, they must put one on or leave. Their right to not wear one ends where your 
right to be safe begins. DO NOT LET DOLLARS OUTWEIGH PUBLIC SAFETY. Thirdly, when venturing out, remember that you may 
bring home contagion to THE aged, immunocompromised and  the chronically debilitated; so use caution. Fourth, fresh air is good, 
safe and many countries have adopted the three foot distancing (as opposed to six). How the large cities with their multistory 
housing and office buildings will manage is a conundrum, especially with the one person per elevator rule. Unless the contact is 
exceedingly close, common sense and self-preservation should suffice.  

 NEXT MONTH—The Cold War against the virus turns hot in the streets—without confrontation by the authorities.  


