
Within the chapter, we have some that need our prayers: They are as follows:  Ed “Sarge” Solomon, Ern Grover, Dick   
Phillipi , Bernard Wilfong, Bill Henry, Bobbi Counts, Joe Acker, Larry Turner, James Williams, Roger Nelson (recovering 
from open heart surgery), Daneen Coakley, Tom Snook, Doc Talbot (post gallbladder surgery), and Tom Counts. Betty Jo 

Acker is not doing well.   Cards and calls are always welcomed by our sick .                         

84 Members and visitors attended. 

Minutes were presented by Secretary Tom Snook and a 

Finance report by Bill Ludholtz - both reports were approved .  

We have 145 members as we get close to our goal of 150 members.  

The website password is still VVA1061. VA Form 21-0304, dealing 
with children of Vietnam Vets who were born with birth defects is 
on the website. If you have items for the  website get them to Sonny. 
Check the website. The newsletter and minutes are available on the 
website.  

Anyone interested in helping with the Honor Guard see Tom Snook. 
Please be prepared as notice is often very short when we are needed. 
Black pants, white shirt, black beret and black shoes. Tom has the 
flag patch and Jerry has the Chapter patch.   

Danny Sanders received 8 applications for scholarships. Two were 
past recipients and were declined. The remaining six received $500 
each and were: Paige Holzner, James Anderson, Cole Phillips, 
Madeline Blackwell, Logan Whetzel and Madison Brown. They will 
receive their checks at the July meeting.   

The board is making some changes to the criteria for scholarships. 
The deadline will be moved to May 15, 2020. There will be no    
community service requirement. However, the sponsoring veteran 
must be a member of Chapter 1061 in good standing and have 
helped in at least one fundraiser. The  maximum scholarship 
amount is $3000 and six awards. If there are more than six         
applicants, names will be drawn blindly for the winners of six $500 
awards. If the recipient does not use the award for educational  
purposes the sponsor will be responsible for repaying the            
scholarship to the Chapter.  

Kenny Emerson announced that there will be no July speaker.  

Benefits/Health— Doc Talbot reported that the Blue Water Navy 
has finally been recognized as qualified for Agent Orange illnesses. 
If you are a Blue Water Navy veteran and have symptoms of AO 
associated disease, be sure you can document your contact and file 
your claim. The VA no longer issues supplies for Type II diabetics 
unless they are on insulin or metformin. Project Mission is now law 
and designed to provide faster appointment times and more diligent 
care for vets on the local level. The Harrisonburg CBOC now has 
telecommunications with Martinsburg.  

Be sure to get your email address to Jerry so you can receive the 
newsletter and important information electronically. We are      
currently emailing it to 102 members.  

Dates to Remember: 

July 14 Veterans benefits information fair at Culpepper Baptist 
Church 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

April, 2020 will be election of officers for the Chapter. Anyone   
interested in running for an office needs to let the Election        
Committee of Sonny Clutteur, Tom Counts and Dick Philippi know. 
All offices are up for nominations.  

Bruce Orebaugh needs volunteers to help with a project in the near 
future. If you can help,  let Bruce know.  

We have received permission to again serve donuts at the            
Harrisonburg CBOC starting June 28th. We are limited to four 
members at a time in the clinic. Sign up for a one hour shift. See 
Tom Snook to sign up for a shift.  

POLITICS 

The National meeting is set for July 16-20 in Spokane, WA and we 
will send 3 delegates to all the meetings. There are 13 amendments 
which will be presented to the National meeting in Spokane. These 
will be reviewed by our  delegates and presented to the  Chapter at 
the July meeting. This make the July  meeting very important so 
our delegates will know how to vote on these measures.                                                                                                  
# 1—Strike annual dues and just say life membership Board = yes 
Chapter = yes                                                                                                                
# 2 Seating of AVVA National  Board=no Chapter =no                       
# 3 Chapters limited to 2 votes regardless of size -Board =no            
Chapter = no                                                                                                              
#4 Looking at funds dispersal (NY State incorporation) Board =no 
Chapter = no                                                                                            
#5 Changing regulations legally dissolving VVA Dec. 31, 2028 
Board =no Chapter =no                                                                                                                       
#6  Two votes/chapter equal representation Board =no Chapter =no 
#7  Seating AVVA National Board Board =no Chapter = no                              
#8 Changing offices to be able to have assistants. Board=yes              
Chapter=yes                                                                                                                 
#9 Discipline issues Board =yes Chapter=yea                                                         
#10 Restricting activities Board=no Chapter =no                                  
Other amendments that may be brought up.                                        
AO Toxic committee change from 1 year to five years: Spousal  
benefits for 100% disabled veterans starting at 50%, increasing 
10% annually up to 100%: Support USS Frank Evans to get 74 
sailors’names who died when ship sank added to THE WALL; 
Change VVA name (Unanimous NO): Allow Korean American 
Vietnam Veterans to receive VA benefits: Increase awareness of 
possible illness/birth defects of Vietnam Veterans children; Protect 
representation of Vietnam Veterans and family members;              
Incarcerated Vietnam Veterans—provide training and support for 
parolees: Create a new organization (another unanimous NO) 

CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD   
Sonny has tee shirts and ladies shirts and vests. Jerry has Chapter 
patches for $5 and Chapter hats for $13. Tom has the flag patch for 
the Honor Guard shirt. Jerry is taking orders for Chapter tee 
shirts. Debi Clutteur is taking orders for purple ladies tee shirts.  

Golden Corral is raffling off baskets to help raise funds for Camp 
Corral. Tickets are 6 for $5.00; 12 for $10.00 and 25 for $29.00 and 
are available from any front cashier.  

On May 28 about 50 VVA members honored Beverly Salyards with 
a surprise 95th birthday party at the Golden Corral  

The next meeting will be at the Golden Corral August 10,  2019.  
Breakfast at 8 a.m. Business at 9 a.m.                                                   

July Birthdays—Tom Counts, Bruce Orebaugh, Richard Ryder, 
Danny Sanders, Diana Payne, Linda Burner, Charles Davis, Ken 
Mastus, Alice Dellinger and Betty Jo Acker. 

July  Anniversaries—Don & Lavonne Bailey, Layton & Diana 
Payne, and Edward and Linda Solomon.  
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Trista Pence, a 15 yr. old student from 
Broadway, was our June speaker and  
presented her advocacy program on Child 
abduction. Trista is a member of the  
Family, Career and Community Leaders of 
America. Two years ago she presented 
her advocacy program on Veterans health 
issues to the Chapter. This extremely well
-informed and poised young woman has 
won silver and gold medals in National 
competition. She is currently advocating 
for a minimum jail term of 2 years and a 
maximum fine of $100,000 for child     
abductors. On June 28 she presented her 
project at the National FCCL competition 
in California and the Chapter took up a 

collection to assist her with $370. Trista gives us all hope for the future 
as she uses her time and talent to benefit others and advocate for the 
needy.  

"When I read about the evils of drinking, I gave up reading.” 

Paul Horning 

"24 hours in a day and 24 beers in a 
case.       Coincidence?  I think not!” 

H. L. Mencken 

“Beer is proof that God loves us and 
wants us to be happy” 

Benjamin Franklin 

Thanks to Kenny Emerson. 



THE VETERAN’S VOICE 

 This article was written by a college student by the name of Alyssa Ahlgren, who's in grad school for her MBA. It's a 

short article but definitely worth a read. 

     "College Student” 
My Generation Is Blind to the Prosperity Around Us. I’m sitting in a small coffee shop near Nokomis trying to think of 

what to write about. I scroll through my news feed on my phone looking at the latest headlines of Democratic candidates 

calling for policies to “fix” the so-called injustices of capitalism.  

 

I put my phone down and continue to look around. I see people talking freely, working on their MacBook’s, ordering food 

they get in an instant, seeing that we live in the most privileged time in the most prosperous nation and we’ve become    

completely blind to it.  

 

Vehicles, food, technology, freedom to associate with whom we choose. These things are so ingrained in our American 

way of life we don’t give them a second thought. We are so well off here in the United States that our poverty line begins 

31 times above the global average.  Thirty. One. Times. Virtually no one in the United States is considered poor by   

global standards.  

 

Yet, in a time where we can order a product off Amazon with one click and have it at our doorstep the next day, we are 

unappreciative, unsatisfied, and ungrateful. Our un-appreciation is evident as the popularity of socialist policies 

among my generation continues to grow. Democratic Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez recently said to 

Newsweek talking about the millennial generation, “An entire generation, which is now becoming one of the largest    

electorates in America, came of age and never saw American prosperity.” 

 

Never saw American prosperity! Let that sink in.  
 

When I first read that statement, I thought to myself, that was quite literally the most entitled and factually illiterate thing 

I’ve ever heard in my 26 years on this earth. Many young people agree with her, which is entirely misguided. My         

generation is being indoctrinated by a mainstream narrative to actually believe we have never seen prosperity.  

I know this first hand, I went to college, let’s just say I didn’t have the popular opinion, but I digress. Why then, with all of 

the overwhelming evidence around us, evidence that I can even see sitting at a coffee shop, do we not view this as   

prosperity? We have people who are dying to get into our country. People around the world destitute and truly                 

impoverished.  

 

Yet, we have a young generation convinced they’ve never seen prosperity, and as a result, elect politicians dead set on 

taking steps towards abolishing capitalism.  Why? The answer is this, my generation has only seen prosperity. We have 

no contrast. We didn’t live in the great depression, or live through two world wars, the Korean War, The Vietnam War or 

see the rise and fall of socialism and communism.  

 

We don’t know what it’s like to live without the internet, without cars, without smartphones. We don’t have a lack of      

prosperity problem.  

 

We have an entitlement problem, an ungratefulness problem, and it’s spreading like a plague." 

  

 “The main vice of capitalism is the uneven distribution of prosperity”. 

“ The main vice of socialism is the even distribution of misery”. 

Winston Churchill 

  


