
Within the chapter, we have some that need our prayers: They are as follows: Tom Pfaff (is in Hospice at 
home), Ed “Sarge” Solomon, Ern Grover, Dale Boyers, Dick Phillipi , Bernard Wilfong, Bill Henry, Larry Turner, 
James Williams, Roger Nelson (recovering from open heart surgery), and Gary Breeden. Betty Jo Acker is not 
doing well. Doc Talbot had hand surgery, but is doing OK. Tom Counts fell and has healing hand wound.  
Cards and calls are always welcomed by our sick and wounded.                         

83 Members and five visitors 

Minutes were presented by Secretary Tom Snook and a 

Finance report by Bill Ludholtz - both reports were approved .  

We have 134 members. .  

The website password is still VVA1061.  There is a new website for 
veteran’s benefits which is to have a quicker response time. Sonny 
will be posting the information as soon as it becomes available  If 
you have items for the  website get them to Sonny. Check the     
website.  

Anyone interested in helping with the Honor Guard see Tom 
Snook.The uniform is a black beret, white shirt (flag patch on right 
sleeve; Chapter patch on left sleeve, black pants and black shoes. 
Please be prepared as notice is often very short when we are needed. 
Tom has the flag patch and Jerry has the Chapter patch.  

Danny Sanders reported that scholarship applications are available 
on our website.  Deadline for filing is May 31, 2019. He has received 
one application so far.   

Kenny Emerson announced that our April speaker will be Phil 
Bigler, author and historian of Arlington National Cemetery. In 
May, we will hear from Sandy, a Hospice nurse, and in June the 
young lady who spoke to us last year about veterans benefits will 
return.  If you have any suggestions, let Kenny know.  

Agent Orange—Doc Talbot pointed out that the Blue Water Navy 
legislation has been passed by Congress but  is being stonewalled by 
the VA.  Even though the President’s new budget proposal supplies 
a huge increase in funding for Veterans Choice and, potentially for 
Blue Water Navy care, it remains a “bottom line issue” and a     
reticence to let go of the monies allocated for that purpose. Keep 
raising these and your personal issues with your primary care giver 
and service rep.  

This is YOUR newsletter and any articles or material you want to 
see in it needs to be sent to Tom Snook or Doc Talbot. It will be 
subject to the usual rules of journalism and decency but we DO 
NOT censor.  

Dates to Remember: 

Scott Lane is assembling a calendar of  yearly events. Send         
information to Scott @twolanes2000@yahoo.com. He will get it on 
the website or in the newsletter.  

April 30—May 5 The Vietnam Veterans Line Haul will be held at 
Pigeon Forge.    

The next State meeting will be March 29-31 in Williamsburg and 
Region will meet March 21-23 in Durham, NC. Region 3 is one of 
the largest in the nation. The National meeting is set for July 16-20 
in Spokane, WA and we will send 3 delegates to all the meetings.  

Our first fundraiser was April 6th, a spaghetti dinner at the    
Broadway Fire Hall. Our receipts were approx. $1700. Our first 
Walmart fundraiser will be April 27th at Timberville from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Thanks to the Wilfongs we are hoping to set a date in the Fall 
for a fundraiser at the Port Republic Rd. Walmart.  

The Board suggestion to put an ad in the paper giving information 
about life membership, meeting times and encouraging Vietnam-era 
veterans to join has borne fruit and some of our visitors were here 
because of it.  

The Board has ordered six graveside markers to be given to the 
families of our deceased members at interment. The markers cost 
$13 apiece and are from U.S. Flags and made in America. The    
suggestion was made from the floor to purchase markers for 
presentation to he families of our already deceased members. The 
Board will study the concept. 

Bruce Orebaugh needs volunteers to help with projects of veterans 
helping veterans. It can be as simple as giving a ride to a doctor  
appointment or just a visit and a listening ear. If you know of ways 
to help our veteran, let Bruce know. 

David and Candice Murphy generously have donated a 10X10   
storage unit to the Chapter to alleviate our problem with all the 
medical equipment (canes, walkers, wheelchairs and even a motor-
ized scooter) we have received and is available for any who need 
them. It is at Oakwood Drive in Mt. Crawford -Number 18. 

Several couples from the Chapter are going to Pigeon Forge from 
April 29 through May 3, to shop, see some shows and try out some      
restaurants. Anyone is welcome, and lodging can be reserved at the 
Maple Motor Inn ($45+tax/nite). Call 1-865-453-8883 or 1-888-453-
8883.  

 

CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD   
Bruce Dellinger has made a sketch which he presented to the   
Chapter. It is an exclusive signed original. Similar ones,  without the 
Chapter patch  will be available for $40 and can be personalized for 
an additional $20-$25. A new print of the bald eagle and American 
Flag is available for $45. See Alice Dellinger to order.  

Sonny has tee shirts and ladies shirts and has a new vest supplier. 
He hopes to have some at the next meeting but they WILL be $5 
more (inflation strikes again). Chapter 936 is planning a trip to The 
Wall this year.  

The Chapter is working on a directory of its members. See Cindi 
Ludholtz to have your picture taken (spouses also). 

Members are reminded that the Board has set aside $100 in a fund 
for use by the family of a deceased member if they have need of it.  

Golden Corral is raffling off baskets to help raise funds for Camp 
Corral. Tickets are 6 for $5.00; 12 for $10.00 and 25 for $29.00 and 
are available for any front cashier.  

The next meeting will be at the Golden Corral April 13,  2019.  
Breakfast at 8 a.m. Business at 9 a.m.                                                   

********** 

April Birthdays—Gary Breeden, Bobbi Counts, Kay Gentry, Ern 
Grover, Roger Nelson, Maria Sampson, Linda Balser, Mary Daniels 

April Anniversaries Jerry & Ember O’Hara, Gary & Vicki Breeden 
and Doc & Jean Talbot (61 years).                                   
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Vietnam Pilot’s Reunion by Jack Baumgarten  

A gathering of Eagles who long ago flew in harmonious synch together in 

carefully arranged formations  as they performed their noisy ballet over 

the trees.  

Now grey or defoliated, larger and weathered, wrinkles and folds now 

abound, all sadly closer to the ground.  

Come together in one place, these remain—not gone to the Father—still 

here to live each long day among those blue, cloudy skies, recalling those 

dances with white puffs of  moisture along the way to battle.  

Memories good and bad now buried or twisted come rising to the surface 

as barely recognized faces, all changed except for eyes or smiles, awaken 

to recollections long since buried.  

Joy abounds, old friendships renew. Excitement captivates as thrilling 

recollections return to life  from places no one ever gets to see anymore.  

Sadness consumes on learning of early departures or bad   tidings befallen. 

Fear rises and is pushed back hard avoiding ugly memories buried way 

back when.            

Can those feelings be shared? Camaraderie, isolation, fear, bravery, bad 

luck, good luck, quick thinking, poor judgement, God’s mercy.  

Bear them alone my friends. You own them completely forever. Heavy or 

light, you  carry them yourself—only to be shared with God.  

Reunion yields a great gift. A common destiny is shared as we volunteer 

once again, facing truth at long last with no lies possible.  

Eagles we were— Eagles we remain—standing tall within our lives, rais-
ing those memories of doing  the best that we could.  

Philip Bigler, our April speaker is a highly sought keynote speaker and 
noted author and educator. He was voted National Teacher of the Year  in 
1998-9 and won the Milken Award for education in 1999. He has written 
10 books and served as the Historian for Arlington National Cemetery. A 
graduate of Madison College and William & Mary with multiple degrees, 
we are privileged to have him speak to us.   

Our March speaker was Patti Wilson, who 
shared with the chapter some of the programs 
which the Red Cross offers. A main one is the 
delivery of emergency messages to military 
families. (assistance # is 1-877-272-
7337) .They also offer mental health, stress 
reduction and caregiver workshops, as well as 
workshops to help military children. They 

support the VA hospitals, CBOC’s, give CPR classes and collect blood. 
Another community service is to provide free-of-charge home smoke de-
tectors and home fire safety checks. There is always a need for volunteers 
to help.  

 

There are  more women flying F16’s 
in Israel than there are women    

drivers in  Saudi Arabia 

 



THE VETERAN’S VOICE 

 Editor’s Note: Well! The insanity continues all over the country.  

WHY THEY WENT THE WAY THEY DID! 

Thanks to Kris Kobach 

The blue path is the one that the migrants 

took to the San Ysidro Port of Entry at 

Tijuana/San Diego, CA. The red path is 

the one that they could have taken to the 

Hidalgo Port of Entry at Reynosa/

McAllen, TX. 

Notice the difference? The path to 

McAllen is approximately 1,300 miles 

long; whereas the path to San Diego is 

approximately 2,700 miles long. So the 

caravan travelled more than twice as far 

as it needed to . 

Why in the world would they do that? 

They didn’t have their own vehicles, and 

they weren’t carrying enough food or  

resources to justify the longer journey. 

There are two reasons. 

The first reason can be summed up in 

two words: Ninth Circuit. The caravan 

members have been advised by liberal 

immigration attorneys all along. Not only were the migrants coached on what to say when claiming asylum, they were also evidently 

coached on where to go. 

Travelling the extra 1,400 miles to Tijuana/San Diego would take the migrants to the Ninth Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals, 

with its numerous judges willing to minimize the President’s statutory authority to restrict entry of aliens into the United States . And 

the presence of similar federal judges at the district level in California would increase the probability that the migrants’ attorneys 

would obtain an initial ruling in their favor.. 

And that’s exactly what happened. When President Trump exercised his authority under 8 U.S.C. 1182(f) to “impose on the entry of 

aliens any restrictions he may deem to be appropriate,” a federal judge in San Francisco issued a temporary restraining order     

blocking the President’s action. The Ninth Circuit will likely agree with the district judge. Even if the Trump Administration prevails 

in any appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, it will take at least a year to reverse the district judge’s ruling. 

The second reason for travelling twice the distance is that California is a sanctuary state with dozens of sanctuary cities like Los 

Angeles and San Francisco . Those jurisdictions will actively seek to protect the migrants who enter illegally from deportation. 

On top of that, the state may interfere more directly with federal immigration enforcement. State Attorney General Xavier Becerra 

said recently that he might sue the federal government to stop the use of tear gas to defend the border or to stop the federal govern-

ment from shutting down ports of entry. His argument is full of holes, but with the right judge that might not matter. 

In contrast, in Texas , law enforcement agencies like the Texas Department of Public Safety cooperate with federal officials to im-

prove border enforcement. To be sure, there are some sanctuary cities in Texas too; but it’s nothing like California. 

In short, the migrants’ attorneys made sure that the caravan went the extra mile—or extra 1,400 miles—to arrive where the rule of 

law is the weakest in the United States . And their advice appears to be paying off. Federal immigration enforcement personnel can 

still prevail, but the playing field is tilted against them.. 

Kris W. Kobach is the elected Secretary of State of Kansas . An expert in immigration law and policy, he coauthored the Arizona SB-

1070 immigration law and represented in federal court the 10 ICE agents who sued to stop Obama’s 2012 DACA executive amnesty. 

During 2001-03, he served as U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft’s chief adviser on immigration and border security at the U.S. 

Department of Justice. His website is kriskobach.com 

 What part of illegal do we not understand? 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwwwlaw.cornell.edu%2fuscode%2ftext%2f8%2f1182&c=E,1,UlsDk5ZJHcQoSkHNZFSrIbkKnnR5-Wdy712fSUM59owe8OMW_Ef7PvtOKUWuoOl9SbiPZUEi99HsgTvmX_bYl4mjuPMWSA3OoGbW7jS418Yr&typo=1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2018/11/20/blow-trumps-immigration-agenda-federal-judge-blocks-asylum-ban-migrants-who-enter-illegally-mexico/?utm_term=.7fcfef2be0be
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-california/california-assessing-legal-action-against-use-of-force-on-mexico-border-idUSKCN1NX2FB
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dps.texas.gov%2fvideo%2fnews%2fborder%2f&c=E,1,HDwMqW7FOYquxRtl7UPtpZ2t1pBkkZEN0fBge-Lt12ib0JBSDTu67l5KWp5wRlRVT36AbsxSzuq2RJXNuXuv0aqvYppHQ93gnt6wD59VoynYeA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fkriskobach.com&c=E,1,yUMoVShl_wL15ppFpdZfmed9C8NQd0Esu7L_aJsQTHsBaIHn9FCl1_Tp2mL3c3UluSQU6G4KwreET8yix_BrbeegeJOyvllzav88DL3EuHlXSVG3Jw1kMA,,&typo=1

